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have learned to think internationally—and he 
‘also thinks ten years ahead of the people he 

serves. : : 4: 

These are the boom days of football. In 

England alone last season the attendance at 

League matches was 4,000,000 more than ever 

before. The game has survived the challenges 

of Greyhound and Speedway racing. As many 
as 10,000 people were locked outside Arsenal 

Stadium and at grounds in Manchester and 

Liverpool and Birmingham on the occasion of 

normal matches, and from grounds of the less 

aristocratic clubs at cup-tie time. 

Will the boom last? I do not think so. It 
does not follow that there will be a slump, but 
crowds will certainly, sooner or later, revert 
to normal. People are beginning to demand 
value for their money. They are less satished 
than they have been during the years since the 
war to take anything so long as it has 22 men 
and a football in it—and a referee against’ 
whom they can let off steam. 

Football is part of the show business. Its 
greatest attraction is that it also remains 
essentially a game. The menace in the boom 
years is that the glitter of gold may dazzle the 
people who run the game into thinking that 
they will always have these ready-made audi- 
ences.* Against a background of thirty years 
watching I assert that the quality of soccer 
has never been so low, taken as a whole, as it 
is now. 

What can be done about it? Some of the 
reasons for the quality-slump are outside the 
scope of the reformer. The continuance of 
National Service is one. While boys going 
into the various Services are being given more 
opportunities to play games than ever before, 
if can hardly be expected that the Navy, the 
Army and the R.A.F, will regard it as part of 
their responsibility to train future professors 
for the soccer section of the show buiness— 
not even for the glory of England. 

The clubs should go in more and more for 
training their own boys, for covering the paps 
between the time a lad leaves school and the 
time when he is qualified to play in senior or 
International soccer. There is a tendency in 
see et ad in other branches of sport in 
whi ain laces the challenge of the world, 
to let the Star players happen, more or less by 
accident, than to organise them, 

Also, the powers-that-be have not done 
for boys. Listen to the words of Baie Hes 
; ys. : | words of Eddie Hap- 
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| 1 Beate: hu Ao human, SO personal, SO 


good, ex-England an rsenal full-back, one 
of the preatest footballers the game has ever 
produced: “Soccer is all right as a recreation, 
but as a full-time business the hazards are too 
numerous and the rewards insufhicient.”; He 
“said that avhen his 17-year-old son, ‘Tony, 
decided to become a full-time professional 
with Burnley. I know other football fathers 
/ who take the same view. 

That brings us to fwo other overdue football 
reforms—the complete abolition of the ancient 
and archaic transfer system and the removal 
of all restrictions on wages. The transfer 
system is a form of slavery which would not 
be tolerated in any other trade or profession 
in the world. It persists because it was good 

-enough for Grandad in the days when it was 
not such a racket. It invites people to go 
“under the table” to find a way out of its stark 
unfairness to the players, the men who bring 
he money into the game. 

The players are beginning to kick—and they 
will kick harder. They have every right to do 
so. Unless men with courage and vision 
sweep the system away, it might strangle the 
game and bring it down to the level of the 
Black Market. I say that after much thought 
and backed by much knowledge of the distress 
this system causes to decent fellows, and the 
corruption it invites, 

On the question of wages, we again come 
down to the fact that football is an entertain- 
ment. In every entertainment the rewards of 
the performers should be fixed by their box- 
office value. There is no reason to expect 
footballers to submit to a dead-level of pay 
any more than there is to expect the West End 
Star to work tor the same reward as the man 
who comes @n and announces that Mv Lord’s 
carriage is waiting. % 


To allow footballers to make their own 
eontracts wjth clubs, on the best terms they 
can fix, would not, as so many people in foot- 
ball assert, cause discontent or destroy the 
team-spirit in soceer. On the contrary, it 
would do a lot to raise the tone and quality of 
the game, The football authorities have to 
learn to think and move with the times in these 
matters, 

I have let off my steam. Now let it be said 
that I shall expect football to keep its hold on 
its public. How and why it does so has 
always been a minor mystery to me, Perhaps 
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I should like to suggest fast compla Nea 
Brighton Soccer. Club that the! visitors’ dreshy 5 
ing room is given some attention..A form OT Yay” 
chairs would be of use to players changing’, uy 
there. | ee”, 
I was surprised at the untidiness allowed by 
a leading club. —Ken Hall, Prahran Coach. 
eee from J. Riddell, 5, F. Thompson and "AR F." 
Will appear in next issue. | 
Club Jottings. | 
HARDEST GAME. 
Fifers visited Metters last Saturday and had 
their hardest game of the season. Although 
winning 3—O, they had to fight all the way. 
At half time the score was 1—O. For most 
of the second half Metters had only 10 players. 
Fifers had no outstanding players apart 
from goal-keeper Bob Morgan, who repelled 
every attack in masterly style. Bob in his day 
was the finest goal-keeper in Victoria, and 
even now displays a lot of his old aguity and 


skill. 
: SPOILT BY WIND. 

The Western Suburbs-Moreland game at 
Sunshine Park was marred by a high wind, 
which kept most of the play at one end of the 


field. oes 
Moreland won the toss and kicked against 


these drab days. Me 
There can be no harm, nevertheless, in look- >t 
ing ahead, in recognising and dealing with the 
things which threaten this happy state: of 
affairs. And the best time for doing so is when 
everything and everybody in the game seems 
to be on top of the world. It is so easy to fall 
from a pinnacle. 


MENT FOR SOCCER NEWS.—AIl future payments from 
Clubs tor Soccer News are to be forwarded to Mr. A Mackle, 
Kerferd Place, Albert Park, 5.C.6. ’ 


Letters to the Editor 


GRAVE INJUSTICE. bet 
Under “Club‘ Jottings” (Soccer News 
14/5/49) it was claimed that a feature of the 
. game between Juventus and George Cross 
was each team goaling for the opposition”™3 


very misleading statement. 


George Cross scored for the opposition, but 
Juventus did NOT score for George eae 
that particular goal being headed in by the 


inside right. 
Another inaccuracy 
winning goal came from a 


a penalty shot. ee 
Oblized ‘f you let me know how the Za 
> = * i * Lae gee . 
occurred, because a grave injustice has been 


done to George Cross. | 
—George Cross Supporter. 
as to rely on club secretaries 
accurate reporting. 
ing to lift the 


was the claim that the 
free kick. It was 


The Editor h 
and correspondents for | 
We are, however, always Striv 
standard of match descriptions. 


GOOD REFEREE. 
the referee for 


Mh, ‘Qs 
Ne ee Both sides 


Olympic match? 
handled the game ca 


infringements, but using 
In 


DESERVING EFFORT. 


on your efforts, 


Praise,” Preston. 
necessary. 


Congratulations 0 eft 
Soccer News, to bring soccer to 
Australia. May you get the suppor 
clubs that your efforts deserve. 


the Preston- 
agreed that he 
pably, being eager tO spot - 
the whistle only when 


through 
the fore in 
t from the 


the wind, straight away showing pace and 
Hardman opened the score with a 


cohesion. 
ywed by ano ther 


strong dryve past Roberts, folk 
soal from Bell, quick to take advantage of a 
=~" J - 


slip by Roberts. 


CLEANERS. 


required for General Cleaning. 


Also for Theatre Cleaning —City and 
Suburban. 


PERMANENT POSITIONS. 

Apply : 
SINGLETON’S 
EET,—_—NORTH MELBOURNE 
F) 9084 


ee eee 


12 RAGLAN STR 


With a two-goal lead and a favorable wind 

in the second half, the visitors looked set for 

» comfartable win. But they did not take ‘the 

some téam's spint into account. | 

~ Final score: Moreland 3; Suburbs 0. 

Moreland Reserves also defeated Western 

Suburbs by 4—2. The opposition’s defence 

showed form early but then weakened, but the 
game was really lost by poor forward work, 


SUPERIOR DEFENCE. 

Western Suburbs Under 19 missed McBean, 
Noble and Harris, but their absence was no 
excuse for conceding a point to Preston. 
Playing smarter football, the home team was 
superior in defence and did well to hold Pres- 
ton to one goal. 

With the wind in the second term, the home 
side soon took the lead, but Preston got 
through down the left wing and equalled the 
score (2—2) just before time, : 

‘ - AT OLYMPIC PARK. 

Hakaoch met Williamstown (who have re- 
placed Coburg in the 2nd Division) at Olympic 
Park. Only a few minutes after the start, 
inside right Kopstein took the ball out of the 
air and sent it into the Williamstown goal. 

Centre forward Meyer scored beautifully, 
followed by further success from Kopstein, 
oe pa again. Half time score: Hakaoh 


In the change over, Hakaoh kicked against 
the wind, but brought the final score to 9—Q. 
Best players: Meyer, Kopstein. 


FIFTH WIN. 

Last week saw Sandringham City’s fifth 
successive victory. J. Woods and A. Ham- 
mond replaced Anderson and Parvin (both 
injured). 

Ralph White's goal from the half way line 
was a gem, as was his penalty kick. Joe 
Walton was responsible for his usual couple. 
J. Davies and Les Bingham were solid in 
defence. - 

Sandringham City regrets the untimely re- 
tirement of Jock Anderson as a result of war 
injuries. Jock was wounded in the Allied 
invasion of Germany, and a knock on the 
shoulder against Preston brought it on again. 
He will be a great loss to the club. 

: ae pea eg had an easy win, with 
rish international Paddy Fly ievi 
“hat tick y Hlynn achieving the 

On Sunday, June 12, the club wi isi 

Flinders Naval Depot for a game. ey ee 


- Negotiations are nd with Woonana (a 
leading N.S.W. League team) for a visit to 
Sandringham this season. 

*» « RECEIVED SHOCK. 

Preston received a shock when Olympic 
netted soon after the kick-off. However, 
after 25 minutes’ play, Preston equalised when 
MecNiess broke through and passed to Beale, 
who scored with a strong left-footer. 

In the second half, Preston were on the 
offensive again, and McNiess beat the Olympic 
goalie with a solid “first-time” slam. Other 
dificult shots were blocked by Olympic’s 
keeper, who frequently robbed forwards of the 
ball by diving at their feet. Olympic rallied 
before the bell and evened the final scores 
(2—2). 


; 


FOUGHT BACK. 

It would appear from the score (5—1) that 
Brighton had a decisive win against Prahran 
last week, but realising the half time score of 
a two goal lead, and with a strong wind in 
their favor, Prahran fought back hard. 
Brighton, a team with professional flavoring, 
should do well in local soccer. They will, 
however, meet keen, if not decisive opponents. 


INJURED ANKLE. 

A weakened Metters had the Fifers battling 
from start to finish. After about 30 minutes’ 
play Meters’ centre forward, M. Johnstone, 
was carried off with an injured ankle and was 
unable to return to the field. 

Just before half time Fifers scored against 
a weakened but hard fighting forward line, 
and then opened up their play. Attacking 
from both wings, they were held off by Met- 
ters’ captain and ‘left back, A. Bishop (pro- 
bably best afield). 

Metters were going well, despite the centre 
forward loss. At one stage, the goal-hungry 
Fifers had three forwards off-side .. .. HOWL 
from spectators. 

Another goal to Fifers was a gift from 
Metters’ right back, R. Fisher, who misjudged 
his kick when trying to clear, The ball left 
his boot and went straight into the net. 

Result; Fifers 3, Metters 0. 


COMFORTABLE WIN. 

South Melbourne United had another com- 
fortable win (S—1) against Heidelberg, Ash- 
worth was not available and his position at 
centre forward was filled by Brooker from 
the juniors. 

Kicking’ against the wind, South kept the 
score to one all in the first half, but later 
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showed more coho MDeork and went ahead 
without much trouble. Goal-kickers: Brooker 


2, Dorrington 2, James 1. 


The junior teams again played sound foot- 
ball and. defeated their opponents+—Park 
Rangers Under 17 (11—0; Sandringham City 
Under. 15 (4—9). 


* * * 


PROSPECTS FOR TO-DAY. 

First Division: Brighton’s 5—l victory 
against Prahran at Hurlingham’ Park last 
Saturday once again placed them at the head 
of the first division ladder. It was not pre- 


dicted that Brighton would have such a deci- 


sive win, as Prahran have shown in recent 
games that they are not to be trifled with. 
Prahran will have further opposition to-day 
at Como Park, as Bradford in their past two 
games have defeated teams of outstanding 
ability—Park Rangers and Yallourn. 

Both these teams have held the division 
leaders to a one-goal margin. Spectators at 
Como Park can expect an interesting contest. 

In the game at Olympic Park, Brighton are 
expected to go further ahead at the expense 
of Moreland. Western Suburbs will be trying 
to move from the bottom of the ladder in their 
match against South Yarra at Sunshine Park, 
but on Yarra’s good showing in forcing a draw 
with Box Hill last week, Suburbs will have a 
stiff task. ee 

Yallourn will have Sunshine United as their 
visitors, and in this match anything can 
happen. A win for the home side would take 
them out of the relegation danger zone. 

The game at Middle Park between Park 
Rangers and Box Hill should provide plenty of 
thrills. Both teams are capable, and are com- 
posed of young, seasoned players. A win tor 
the Rangers should place them ahead of Box 
Hill on goal average. 

Second Divibion: Positions at the head of 
the ladder should remain unchanged. South 
Melbourne and Sandringham are equal on 
points, with South having the better goal 
average, Both these teams’ opponents in to- 
day’s matches (Olympic and Preston) played 
a 2—2 draw last Saturday. 

In the other games, Hakaoh, University and 
Ringwood should win, 

* * * 


LAST SATURDAY’S RESULTS. 
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ern Suburbs 0; Park Rangers 1d. Sunshine 
United 0; South Yatra 2 drew with Box Hill 2, 
Second Division —Hakaoh 9 d. Williamstown 
0; South Melbourne 5 d. Heidelberg 1; Olympic 
2 drew with Preston 2; University 2 d Ring- 
wood 1; Sandringham 4 d. Yarraville 0. Third 
Division —Fifers 3 d. Metters 0; Northcote 3 
d. Woodlands 1; Juventus 7 d. Macedonians 
1; Brighton 2 d. Box Hill 1. 

First Division Reserves.—Winnetrs: Brad- 
ford, Brighton, Moreland, Park Rangers, Box 
Hill. Second Division Reserves: Hakaoh, 
Heidelberg, Preston, Ringwood, Sandringham. 
Under 19: Western Suburbs 2 drew with 
Preston 2, Box Hilk Under 17: Preston, Sun- 
shine, South Melbourne. Under 15: Sunshine, 
South Melbourne, Brighton 0 drew with 
Western Suburbs 0, Box Hill, Preston. 


* * * 


NEXT SATURDAY’S GAMES. 
3 FIRST DIVISION: 
Bradford v. Moreland, at Henry Turner 
Reserve, Footscray. 
Brighton v. Western Suburbs, at 
ham Park, Brighton. 
Sunshine United vy. Prahran, at Sunshine 


Park. 


Hurline- 


Match of the Day. 


ee 
—— 


SATURDAY, 4th JUNE 


AT 
OLYMPIC PARK 


ST. MELB. UNITED 


v. 


SANDRINGHAM CITY 
3 p.m. 


First Division —Bradford 3 d. Yallourn 1; 


Brighton 5 d, Prahran 1; Moreland 3d. West- 


i 
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Hill. 
Park, South Yarra. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Street Reserve, Hampton. 
Middle Park. 
Carlton. 


. Yarraville v. Williamstown, at Kingsville. 


JUNIORS UNDER 19. 
Hakoah J.R.C. v. Preston. 
Brighton v. Western Suburbs. 
Box Hill v. Yallourn. 
South Yarra v. Park Rangers. 


JUNIORS UNDER 17. 
Brighton v. Ringwood. , 
Coburg v. South Melbourne United. 
Bradford y. Metters. 
Park Rangers v. Sunshine United. 
Preston vy. Northcote. 


JUNIORS UNDER 15. 
Preston v. Sandringham City. 
Sunshine United v. South Melb. United. 
Brighton y. Park Rangers. | 
Ringwood v. Western Suburbs. 
Box Hill v. Northcote. 
All Junior games on grounds of first-named 
club. 


JUNIOR RESULTS. 


Junior Association members will have 
noticed that no Junior results appeared in last 
Saturday’s Sporting Globe. Junior results 
must be phoned to the Herald as soon as 
games are completed, aud not phoned through 
aiter senior matches have ended. To ensure 
publication of Junior results, clubs must phone 
their results to the Herald not later than 3 
pm. €ach Saturday. Herald phone numbers 
are; Central 6360 and FA 8791, Extensions 407 
and 416. 

JUNIOR INTERSTATE TRIAL GAMES. 

The Victorian Junior Association has 
secured the use of Park Rangers’ ground at 
Middle Park every alternate Sunday after- 
noon as trom to-morrow, May 22id, for the 
purpose of Interstate f 


rial Games. 


SOCCER NEWS 
Box Hill v. Yallourn, at Surrey Park, Box 

South Yarra v. Park Rangers, at Fawkner 
Reserve League games on opposite grounds. 


Hakoah J.R.C. v. Preston, at Olympic Park. 
Sandringham City v. Ringwood, at Olive 


South Melbourne United v. Olympic, at 


University v. Heidelberg, at Princes’ Park, 


Reserve League games on opposite grounds. 


| Take Up The Gauntlet! 


HEN, in olden days, the mediaeval 
knight flung down his gauntlet as 
a token of challenge to combat, his 
antagonist, by taking up the gage, 
pledged himself to appear on the field 
of honor. Life in modern times is a 
struggle to be fought and won. With 
THRIFT as your mentor you can take 
up the gauntlet with confidence, for 
success in life, a better scale of living, 
happiness and security can be brought 
about by regular saving. 


THE 
STATE SAVINGS 
BANK 
Or VicTorRia 


“SAVE AT THIS BANK.” 


= a. = a = 
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May: 2l—Juventus vy. Metters | 
George Cross v. Northcote 
Williamstown “B” y. ¥Y.C.W.M. | 
Brighton v. Woodlands 


Macedonians v. Woodlands “A” 
Fifers—No fixture. 
May 28—Metters v. George Cross 
Fifers v. Juventus 
Woodlands “A” vy. Brighton 
Y.C.W.M. v. Macedonians 
‘Northcote v. Williamstown “B” 
Woodlands—No fixture. 
June 4—Metters v. Woodlands “A” 
Fifers v. Woodlands 
Northcote v. Brighton 
Williamstown “B” v. Juventus 
Macedonians v. George Cross 
Y.CW.M.—No fixture. 
June 11—Brighton v. Metters 
Juventus v. Y.C.W.M. 
George Cross v. Williamstown “B” 
Woodlands v. Macedonians 
Woodlands =“A” v. Fifers 
Northcote—No fixture. 
June 18—Juventus v. Woodlands 
George Cross v. Fifers 
Williamstown “B” v. Metters 
Y.C.W.M. v. Northcote 
Macedonians v. Brighton 
Woodlands—No fhxture. 
June 25—Metters v. Y.C.W.M. 
Woodlands “A” v. George Cross 
Fifers vy. Williamstown “B” 
Northcote v. Macedonians 
Brighton—No fixture. 
July 2—Northcote v. Metters 
Y.C.W.M. v. Fifers 
Williamstown “B” v. Woodlands 
George Cross v. Woodlands “A” 
Juventus v. Brighton 
Macedonians—No fhxture. 
July 9—Brighton v. George Cross 
Woodlands v. ¥.C.W.M. 
Metters v. Macedonians 


Woodlands “A” vy. Williamstown “B™ 


Fifers vy. Northcote 
Juventus—No fixture. 

July 16—Fifers v. Brighton 
Woodlands “A” v. Woodlands 


Magedonians v. Williamstown “B” 


¥.C.W.M. v. George Cross 
Juventus v. Northcote 
Metters—No fixture. 
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July 23—George Cross y. Juventus 


Macedonians vy. Fifers 

Metters v. Woodlands 
Northcote v. Woodlands “A” 
Y.C.W.M. v. Brighton 
Williamstown v. Brighton 
Williamstown “B”—No fixture. 


July 30—Fifers v. Metters 


Brighton v. Williamstown “B” 
Woodlands “A” vy. ¥.C.W.M. 
Woodlands v. Northcote 
Juventus v. Macedonians 
George Cross—No fixture. 


Aug. 6—Metters v. Juventus 


Northcote v. George Cross 
¥.C.W.M. v. Williamstown “B"” 
Woodlands v. Brighton 
Woodlands “A” v. Macedonians 
Fifers—No fixture. 


Aug. 13—George Cross v. Metters 


Juventus v. Fifers 

Brighton v. Woodlands “A” 
Macedonians v. Y¥.C.W.M. 
Williamstown “B” v. Northcote 
Woodlands—No fixture. 

Secretaries note that Woodlands and Wood- 
lands “A” have unavoidably been drawn to 
play at home on several Saturdays. Secre- 
taries are requested to co-operate with the 
Woodlands’ Secretary in any necessary altera- 
tions. 
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ALLEN'S 
SUPREME BOOTMAKERS 
33 SMITH STREET 


Warragul 
* 


SOCCER BOOT SPECIALISTS 


* 
Boots Made to Order. 
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